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ASSEMBLY 
jANUARY 2 7' 1995 
Founders Day Assembly 
The annual observance of 
Founders Day honors a man 
who "put the cause of osteopathic 
medicine above personal 
considerations." That man 
was Oscar john Snyder, BS, MS, DO, 
co-founder of the College 
and PC OM's first president, who 
remained with the College 
for 42 years as adviser and 
member of the board of trustees. 
He was instrumental in obtaining 
the Commonwealth's legal recognition 
of the College and the osteopathic 
profession through establishing the 
high standards of osteopathic 
medical education. 
Program 
Introductions 
Kenneth]. Veit, DO, '76 
Dean 
Invocation 
Matthew C. Haley, '96 
President, Student Council 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
James H. Black, DO, '62 
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy 
1995 Alumni Association President 
Welcome and Introduction 
of the 
O.j. Snyder 
Memorial Medal Recipient 
Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO, '59 
President and CEO 
Address 
Lester Eisenberg, DO 
Class of 1938 
Benediction 
Sherwood R. Mercer, LLD 
Professor Emeritus 
The 0.]. Snyder Memorial Medal will be presented to Dr. Eisenberg at 
the Founders Day/Alumni Dinner Dance 
on january 28, 1995. 
Lester Eisenberg, DO, MSc, FACOOG 
Class of 1938 
Today, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine bestows its highest award, the 0.]. 
Snyder Memorial Medal, to Lester Eisenberg, 
DO, MSc, FACOOG, distinguished educator 
and physician in the specialty of obstetrics and 
gynecology. 
Dr. Eisenberg devoted 33 years of his 45-year 
medical career to PCOM, where he was both a 
professor and practicing obstetrician-gynecolo-
gist. Upon graduating in 1938, he worked with 
H. Walter Evans, DO, PCOM chairman of obstetrics-gynecology. Dr. 
Eisenberg entered th1s specialty because of the opportunities provided 
by PCOM's three former OB-GYN clinics. "Very few internships were 
available then because there weren't many hospitals in the country," 
remembers Dr. Eisenberg. "PCOM's clinics gave me the clinical expe-
rience that few graduates could get." 
Born and raised in Philadelphia, Dr Eisenberg attended Central 
High School for Boys in Philadelphia before entering PCOM. He 
received both his high school diploma and bachelor's degree from the 
magnet high school, which was permitted by the State to grant bache-
lor's degrees. 
In 194 2, World War II interrupted Dr. Eisenberg's medical career. 
Since DOs weren't recognized by the military, he served as a soldier in 
the anti-aircraft artillery section of the US Army. After four years of 
service in New Guinea, the Philippines and Australia, he was dis-
charged with the rank of captain. 
After the war, Dr. Eisenberg joined the staff of PCOM's Osteopathic 
Hospital at 48th and Spruce Streets, which housed an OB-GYN clinic. 
He also worked in PCOM's two other OB-GYN clinics- one located 
near the airport and the other at Third and Lehigh. He performed 
exams and delivered babies, with most deliveries occurring in 
patients' homes. 
"The one regret I have in my career is that I never kept a count of 
my deliveries," says Dr. Eisenberg. He estimates that he delivered or 
helped deliver 3,000 babies, including the babies of many PCOM stu-
dents and alumni. 
A highly respected professor for 17 years, Dr. Eisenberg started 
teaching at PCOM in 1954 as an associate professor of obstetrics-
gynecology. He was appointed clinical professor in 1965 and became 
department chairman in 1969. Dr. Eisenberg also served as chairman 
of OB-GYN at City Avenue Hospital (then Osteopathic Medical 
Center) for several years. 
In 1969, he received PCOM's Lind back Award for Distinguished 
Teaching. He earned the distinction of professor emeritus of obstet-
rics-gynecology in 1987. 
"Dr. Eisenberg was more than a great lecturer - he made the stu-
dents feel good about being DOs," recalls Leonard H. Finkelstein, 
DO, '59, PCOM president and CEO. "Here was a man who wasn't 
taking a backseat to anyone, and we really needed someone like 
him." 
Known for incorporating innovative rnethods into his practice, Dr. 
Eisenberg introduced vacuum extractors to PCOM to replace forceps 
in deliveries. His prominence in the medical field was recognized by 
President Nixon in 1970, when he served as a delegate to the White 
House Conference on Children and Youth. 
A fellow of the American College of Osteopathic Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, Dr. Eisenberg was the organization's president from 
1965-66. He also was active with the National Board of Examiners for 
Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons, serving as secretary-treasurer 
in 1971 and president in 1975. He also edited Maternal and Child 
Health, a monthly magazine, from 1968-73. 
In 1971, Dr. Eisenberg left PCOM to become medical director/ 
director of medical education at Lancaster Osteopathic Hospital in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. After two years, he was recruited for the 
same position at Garden City Hospital in Garden City, Michigan, 
where he stayed ten years. 
With his eyesight diminishing, he retired in 1983 and moved back 
East. He now resides in Virginia. Dr. Eisenberg, 83, spends his time 
reading, listening to music and making bread. His four children and 
six grandchildren also keep him busy 
"Although I miss practicing, I had a great career and I'm very con-
tent," says Dr. Eisenberg. "My father, who was a tailor, had a saying 
that inspired me throughout my career: 'With a needle, a thimble and 
a spool of thread, you can go around the world.' His message was 
that you have it in your own hands to do something, and education 
is key." 
Lester Eisenberg, DO, MSc, FACOOG 
Class of 1938, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Selected Curriculum Vitae 
Professional Memberships, Activities and Affiliations 
Acting Chairman and Professor, Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, PCOM, 1966-1969 
Chairman and Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
PCOM, 1969-1971 
Chairman, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Osteopathic · 
Medical Center, 1967-1971 
Medical Director/Director of Medical Education, Lancaster Osteopathic 
Hospital, 1971-1973 
Medical Director/Director of Medical Education, Garden City Hospital, 
Michigan, 1973-1983 
Fellow, American College of Osteopathic Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists 
President, American College of Osteopathic Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, 1965-1966 
Secretary-Treasurer, National Board of Examiners for Osteopathic 
Physicians and Surgeons, 1971 
President, National Board of Examiners for Osteopathic Physicians and 
Surgeons, 1975 
Delegate, White House Conference on Children and Youth, 1970 
Editor, Maternal and Child Health, 1968-1973 
Member, New York Academy of Sciences, 1958 
Faculty Appointments 
Professor Emeritus of Obstetrics and Gynecology, PCOM, 1987 
Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, PCOM, 1954-1971 
Awards 
Christian R. and Mary F Lindback Foundation Award for Distinguished 
Teaching, 1969, PCOM 
Recipients of the O.j. Snyder Memorial Medal 
The 0.]. Snyder Memorial Medal, presented in memory of the 
co-founder of Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, 
is awarded in recognition of leadership and service to the 
osteopathic profession and to the College. 
* 1953 David S.B. Pennock, MD, DO 
1954 Margaret H. Jones, DO 
* 1955 Chester D. Swope, DO 
* 1956 Russell C. McCaughan, DO 
* 1958 Phil R. Russell, DO 
* 1959 Ira W Drew, DO 
* 1960 C. Paul Snyder, DO 
* 1961 James M. Eaton, DO 
* 1962 J. Ernest Leuzinger, DO 
* 1963 H. Walter Evans, DO 
* 1964 Paul T. Lloyd, DO 
* 1966 Angus G. Cathie, DO 
* 1967 Carlton Street, DO 
1968 Edwin H. Cressman, DO 
* 1969 Edgar 0. Holden, DO 
* 1970 Frederic H. Barth, BS, LLD Chon.) 
... 1971 Joseph F Py, DO 
1972 George W Northup, DO 
* 1973 William F Daiber, DO 
* 1974 Herman Kohn, DO 
* 1975 WilliamS. Spaeth, DO 
* 1976 Mornmer]. Sullivan, DO 
* 1977 A. Ahne Sw1ft, DO 
* 1978 Foster C. True, DO 
* 1979 Frank E. Gruber, DO 
* 1980 Leo C. Wagner, DO 
* 1981 R. MacFarlane Tilley, DO 
1982 M. Carman Pettapiece, DO 
1983 George H. Guest, DO 
* 1984 Thomas M. RowlandJr., BS, LLD Chon.), DSc Chon.) 
1985 Galen S. Young Sr., DO 
1986 David Heilig, DO 
* 1987 W Kenneth Riland, DO 
1988 Richard S. Koch, DO 
1989 Ruth E. Purdy, DO 
1990 Morton E. Terry, DO 
1991 Arnold Gerber, DO 
1992 Emanuel Fliegelman, DO 
1993 Robert L. Meals, DO 
1994 Fairman L. Denlinger, DO 
1995 Lester Eisenberg, DO 
*Deceased 

